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Procedures for Chapter 7 & 13 Bankruptcy
The downtum in the economy has created a
situation in many people's lives that leave them no
alternative other than to file for ban.lauptcy. My
fi111l offers clients the ability to efficiently file for
Chapter 7 or Chapter 13 Banlauptcy in an
environment that is most comfortable for them. My
finn strives to bring forward the best legal avenue
to handle the banluuptcy with honesty, integrity and
For many,
maintenance of client dignity.
bankruptcy may be perceived as a failure of one's
ability to successfully handle finances, and it can
feel like the end of the world. However, as an
attomey, I can help in instructing clients about the
nature of banlauptcy and how it is designed to give
people of all economic levels a fresh statio Once a
client is comfortable with his or her decision, I can
then move forwat·d with the legal process.

CHAPTER 7 & CHAPTER 13 DEFINED
Chapter 7 Bat1luuptcy involves the liquidation of
one's non-exempt assets in order to pay back as
much debt owed as possible. Any debts that are not
paid back £i"om the liquidation will be dischat"ged.
Typically, a debtor who has no assets will end up
with what is called a Liquidating 7, where all debts
at"e liquidated. A debtor Cat1 re-affinn or keep
paying certain debts, such as a mOligage or car loan
if there is no equity in the asset and the payments
are CU11"ent.
Chapter 13
Batoouptcy is usually used when a
debtor has assets that he wants to keep, such as a
home, but he is behind in the mOligage payments or
the asset has equity. The court will structure a
monthly payment plat1 based upon the amounts of
equity at1d the outstanding debt that the client has.
A 3 year plan is allowed by code, but the court can
approve a plan for a 5 year period based upon each
individual situation.

If the client owns any real estate, an appraisal will
be ordered immediately so that a detennination can
be made whether to file for Chapter 7 or Chapter
13.

The Intake
Many clients who are forced to file
for Banluuptcy have lost their jobs, become ill or
are going tlu·ough divorce. Each situation is going
to be quite different, and will require a uniquely
tailored approach. In response to tIlls, I offer the
client an opporhmity to meet with me on-line, in the
home, or in the office. I have designed a company
web site that has a user-£i·iendly link to a simple
intake form that clients can fill out prior to a formal
meeting. Clients who are ill and catmot leave
home, and prefer a more intimate meeting can
request that I meet witilln their home. An additional
fee of $400.00 will be charged for this service. Of
course, those who desire a face-to-face meeting can
meet with me at the office. The typical meeting
time for a Chapter 7 or Chapter 13 Banhuptcy is
usually 2-4 hours.

It is my goal to expeditiously handle the process so
that the client is not inconvenienced atld my finn
does not expend Ulmecessary time or expense.
Therefore, the meeting will encompass a
combination of consultation, infonnation gathering,
and the collection of fees. The clients are advised to
bring with them copies of all bills, 2 years' tax
retUl11s, pay shlbs, car loan information, mOligage
infOlTIlation, batlk statements, retirement accounts,
credit union statements and all other applicable
infomlation. Those who CalUlOt leave their homes
al·e asked to have tIlls infOlmation ready for pick-up
at the time of the visit.

